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was now plainly inclining towards the King. On April 28th the Commons voted that the Government of the kingdom should still be by King, Lords, and Commons, and the former vote of non-addresses was rescinded.1 The proscription of the eleven members was annulled, and they were invited to resume their seats (June 8th).2 A new treaty was proposed with the King, who was to be invited to come to London, but this met with violent opposition. " If you treat with this enraged King in London/' said Thomas Scott, an Independent member, " who can secure the Parliament that the City will not make their peace with him by delivering up your heads to him for a sacrifice, as the men of Samaria did the heads of the seventy sons of Ahab ? " Colonel Harvey said, if the King promised to reside in one of his houses not nearer London than ten miles, what security would his word be that he would remain there till the treaty was concluded ? " The King's promise hath been broken over and over again: put not your trust in princes." Sir Simonds D'Ewes, always for a moderate course, combated these views. He said :
" I am quite of a contrary opinion. The House not only ought, but must trust the King. Mr. Speaker, if you know not in what condition you are, give me leave, in a word, to tell you it. Your silver is clipped, your gold shipped, your ships are revolted, yourselves contemned, your Scots friends enraged against you, and the affection of the City and Kingdom quite alienated from you. Judge, then, whether you are not in alow condition, and also if it be not high time to endeavour a speedy settlement and reconcilement with His Majesty."3
These were the conflicting views which were tearing at the vitals of the Parliament.
The Scottish Army invaded England July 8th. Their number was near twenty thousand, and the Duke of Hamilton was their commander. Lambert began an orderly retreat before them. Cromwell was still before Pembroke, and Fairfax before Colchester, and the march of the Scots was not seriously impeded.
1 Rushworth, vol. vii., p. 1074.
3 Parliamentary History, vol iii., p. 907.
3Guizot's English Revolution^ p. 386.    Walker's History of the Independents.